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HSEQ   
Risk Assessment - by Geoff Cutler 

The reason risk assessment is part of our everyday working lives, apart from it being a legal requirement, is 
that the majority of accidents don't just happen but can be anticipated and avoided. As an employer 
Dominion Gas is responsible for ensuring its employees, visitors and 3rd party contractors are protected 
from hazards which exist in our workplace. The process of identifying, assessing and controlling hazards is 
known as risk assessment. Here are some things you may have wondered about, but were afraid to ask.   
 

HSEQ  Roundup 

Q. What is a hazard? 
A. A hazard is anything with the potential to cause harm, eg - an 
unrestrained cylinder which could fall and hit someone. 
 
Q. What is risk? 
A. Risk is the likelihood that a hazard will cause specified harm to 
someone or something, eg - if an employee climbs on a gas pack to 
access the lifting slings, rather than using purpose built access steps, 
there is a greater risk of that person falling. 
 
Q. What is risk assessment? 
A. A risk assessment is nothing more than a careful examination of what 
could cause harm to people so that we can decide if enough precautions 
have been taken, or whether more should be done to prevent harm. 
 
Q. Why is risk assessment important? 
A. A risk assessment helps to preserve the safety and health of our 
staff and all those visiting our premises. Accidents and ill health can 
ruin lives and harm our business if output is lost, equipment is 
damaged, insurance costs increase or you have to go to court.     
Dominion Gas is legally required to assess the risks in our workplace so 
that we can put in place plans to control them. 
 
Q. How do I perform a risk assessment? 
A. Follow the Dominion ̀ Risk Assessment' procedure SAF/P/03.1 which 
is available via the QHSE Intranet. This follows the Health and Safety 
Executive's 5 Steps to Risk Assessment principals which are:  

 Identify the hazards  

 Consider who might be harmed and how  

 Evaluate the risks and decide on suitable precautions  

 Record your findings and implement them  

 Review your risk assessment and update if necessary 

 
Q. When do I need to do a risk assessment? 
A. Dominion Gas has already completed risk assessments for those 
tasks performed regularly. You should carry out a new assessment if 
there have been significant changes to the task, or if you are completing 
a new task not previously assessed. 
 
Q. When should I review my risk assessments? 
A. Dominion Gas conducts yearly reviews to make sure we are      
implementing our philosophy of continuous improvement. However, 
few workplaces stay the same and sooner or later you will bring in new 
equipment, substances and procedures and that could lead to new hazards. 
If a change is made then the risk assessment should be amended 

BSI gives Dominion Gas a clean bill of health 
Mekjarvik, Kokstad and Aberdeen were visited recently by 
BSI who recommended continuation of our ISO 9001 
(Quality) and ISO 14001 (Environmental) certification.  Well 
done to everyone for their efforts in keeping standards high. 

The International Marine Contractors  
Association (IMCA) 
Dominion has become an active contributor to the Safety, 
Medical, Technical and Training (SMTT) Committee meetings 
- particularly in discussions relating to the requirements of 
the latest breathing gas standard BS8478:2006. 

A healthy reminder to all employees# 
Dominion is committed to promoting a positive safety 
culture throughout its workforce.  Remember to look out for 
others safety as well as your own, and be alert in the workplace. 

Segregation, Segregation, Segregation# 
Please ensure Oxidising Gases are segregated by a minimum 
of three metres from Flammable Gases at all times. 
 

straight away. If possible, it is best to think about the risk assessment 
when you are planning your changes, that way you are more prepared.  

Best in class, best for quality and service 

By effectively implementing risk assessments we are reducing 
the likelihood of accidents occurring and people being hurt. If you 
have any questions regarding the risk assessment process please 
contact Geoff Cutler,  QHSE Adviser.   gcutler@dominion-gas.com 
 



Location Updates   

Norway 

Dominion Gas exhibited at the 2008 Underwater Technology Conference 
(UTC), which was held for the fifth time in Bergen.  This year's event focused on 
innovation and increased oil extraction as well as new technology and knowledge.  

Dominion Gas was represented at the event by Dag Bogetvedt, Victor Andersen, 
Hege Holvik, David Brown and Tim Eley who each made contact with potential 
new customers.  

Having our own stand at the exhibition enabled us to increase our visibility in the 
market and gave us the chance to discuss our plans with new and existing customers 
alike. We are now looking forward to sign new contracts for future delivery. 

Bergen  Appointments: Marita Morlandsto - Gas Technicia.  
Stavanger,Appointments:  Karen Susann Erland, Administration Assistant. 

Baku  
The team at Dominion Gas Baku have been making continuous improvements to the site.  A new generator has recently been installed to ensure that 
the high levels of electricity needed for site operations will always be stable.  
 
Dominion Gas is planning to enter a team into the Huntly Sprint Race Triathlon on the 14th of September with a view to raising funds for Rahimova 
Latifa, the daughter of our senior gas technician in Baku Elman Latifa, who requires some specialist medical attention for a kidney disorder. The 
fundraising will comprise a series of events during 2008 involving a blend of company and staff sponsorship. More details to follow, alternatively 
please contact Donna Gray on dgray@dominion-gas.com for further information.  

 

 
 

Singapore  
Things have been busy in the Asia Pacific region;  we have successfully 
completed numerous audits from existing and new customers, are in the 
process of rolling out improved HSEQ systems in line with Dominion Gas in 
Aberdeen and and have recently moved into our new offices.  

Implementation of the Cylinder Asset Tracking System (CATS) in Singapore this 
month has been welcomed by many of our customers who are looking forward 
to being able to track their equipment on rental. This is a significant improvement 
from our existing systems and should result in benefits to both clients and staff.   

We have been steadily increasing our stock of new 64 cylinder quads which 
will help us meet the increasing demand for diving gas. The number of diving 
vessels in the region is expected to increase with new builds coming on-line 
towards the end of the year as well as existing ones being relocated from 
other regions.  

Aberdeen  
Keep an eye out for regular changes happening on our website as we continue to update and upgrade it to better reflect what the company's doing 
internationally ± watch out too for dedicated sites for our overseas facilities in Baku, Norway and Singapore¼.more to come at www.dominion-gas.com 

Aberdeen continues to be a hive of activity since the recent integration of Dominion South and North onto one combined site. As a result of 
increased equipment inventory, traffic and human resources at our Dyce facility we're assessing the possibility of modifying the current layout of 
our workshops, yard and offices in an attempt to create additional lay-down area.  

Our previous plans to move into a new site elsewhere in Dyce have been displaced by reconfiguration and refurbishment of our existing facilities. 
The changes will incorporate a one way traffic management system around the site, an annex for our maintenance workshops and the creation of 
an office extension that will provide another 6 offices, conference room and ̀ bistro-style' caf!/break-out area with catering facilities. To assist us on 
our way, we've engaged local property development experts and surveyors DM Hall who are currently preparing a detailed project plan and a set 
of artist impressions portraying the options open to us.  In the meantime, our existing reception and conference room facilities have had a makeover 
in lieu of next years planned facilities reconfiguration. 

Aberdeen Appointments:  Emma Melvin - Credit Controller, Julie Edgar - Sales Coordinator/Administrator, Andrew Norrie - Asset and Revenue Accountant.  

 

 

 

Joe Cheong, Jaini Bin Kadir, Doreen Siu and Wendy Lee 

Kokstad Plant Bergen 

Success as a result of putting clients first 



 

 Supply Chain Updates

An African Adventure for Dominion Gas

Directors Christopher Peck and Paul MacAlister 
recently attended the Gasworld International 
Gas Conference held near Johannesburg, South 
Africa. The conference was organised to discuss 
the supply challenges facing the industry in 
Africa and was attended by over 130 delegates.  
 
Dominion Gas took a stand in the exhibition 
area which was well attended and many new 
and interesting contacts were made during 
the two days of the conference. Christopher 
Peck delivered an enthusiastic and lively 
presentation to the delegates informing them 
of the challenges faced by the gases industry 
in meeting the stringent HSQE demands of   
the offshore industry. 
 

The first of four Helium tank containers 
purchased by Dominion Gas for delivery in 2008 
has arrived. The tankers form part of Dominion 
Gas's investment of £2.5million in securing 
additional assets to deal with the current 
challenges facing the world Helium market.  
 
These tanks are 11,000 gallon containerised 
high performance dewar's to be used for the 
long term shipment and storage of liquid 
helium. The dewar is cylindrical and housed in a 
standard 8 foot x 8 foot 6 inch x 40 foot ISO 
modular frame. These tanks are manufactured 
by Gardner Cryogenics in Pennsylvania, USA 
and the build time is between six to nine months. 
 
The tank container consists of an inner helium 
container, which is thermally shielded from the 
surroundings by a liquid nitrogen shield, 
combined with a high vacuum and a rugged, 
protective outer vessel. 
 
This tank container is capable of transporting 38,000 litres of liquid helium (equivalent to 28,320 m3 of gaseous product) with a 30 day no loss 
hold time. Liquid helium is stored at a temperature of around minus 269 degree C (minus 452 degree F)  
 
In addition to the tankers we've recently increased our CAPEX spend significantly by awarding various contracts to local companies for a further 
160 x 64cylinder quads, 50 x 48cyl quads and 200 x 16cyl quads ± all of which will be delivered, assembled and built prior to the end of the current 
diving season. 

At the end of the conference Dominion Gas 
sponsored an evening at the Lesedi multi 
cultural village which is situated about one 
hour out of Johannesburg.  Guests were treated 
to an evening of African culture including tribal 
dancing and traditional food.  (Christopher 
even sampled ostrich and crocodile. Not 
surprisingly it tastes like chicken with a strange 
fishy aftertaste#) 
 
The conference was regarded as a resounding 
success by all concerned. From a company 
point of view, we are currently evaluating entry 
into Africa and the two day conference was a 
golden opportunity to promote Dominion Gas 
and also to make useful contacts for the future. 
 Christopher Peck delivers his presentation  

The first of four Helium tank containers has arrived  
Dominion Gas' Investment Plan Underway

The first of the new Helium tank containers on site in Aberdeen. 

Dominion Gas successfully presents at the Gasworld International Gas Conference 

 

When reliability matters, you can rely on us 
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